
Teaming Up With the Tampa Bay Rays to Promote Lightning Safety  

Capitalizing on the recent success of the Tampa Bay Rays Major League Baseball Team, the Tampa Bay 

Area NWS office teamed up with the Rays and local media to promote lightning safety on Sunday, June 

22nd, 2008.  Lead Forecaster Mike Cantin contacted team officials in late April about working with the 

team to promote lightning safety during a Rays game.  Initial plans included creating a public service 

announcement to be played during the game, and subsequent games during the summer.  Due to 

staffing constraints, the PSA was not produced before the NWS and two members of the BayNews9 staff 

set up a booth at the Rays game on June 22nd. 

   

 

 

The booth was located just inside one of the main gates to enter Tropicana Field with thousands of fans 

passing by beginning 2 hours before game time, and lasting into the 2nd inning.  Many items were 

featured at the booth including information about lightning safety, planning for hurricanes, cloud charts, 

ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƭƻǊƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪǎΦ   ¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻǘƘ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

fans and handing out brochures and a lightning safety bookmark created by BayNews9.  Plans are to 

complete the PSA during the summer for use this year, and in the future.  Just under 20,000 fans 

attended the game. 
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